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(Chelsea); and the Walfords, to Mishawum
(Charlestown). Probably all these people were
Anglicans; some later became freemen of the
Massachusetts colony; others who refused to
conform returned to England; but Blackstone
remained in his little cottage on the south slope
of Beacon Hill, unwilling to join any of the
churches, because, as he said, he came from Eng-
land to escape the "Lord Bishops/' and he did
not propose in America to be under the "Lord
Brethren/'

The colony of Massachusetts Bay began as a
fishing venture with profit as its object. It so hap-
pened that the Pilgrims wished to secure a right
to fish off Cape Ann, and through one of their
number they applied to Lord Sheffield, a member
of the Council who had shared in the distribution
of 1623. Sheffield caused a patent to be drawn,
which the Plymouth people conveyed to a Dor-
chester company desiring to establish a fishing col-
ony in New England. The chief promoter of the
Dorchester venture was the Reverend John White.,
a conforming Puritan clergyman, in whose congre-
gation was one John Endecott. The company
thus organized remained in England but sent
some fourteen settlers to Cape Ann in the winter